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Analgesics: Acetaminophen

Analgesics: Anti-Inflammatory Agents

Analgesics: Antimigraine Agents

abdominal pain, anemia, bleeding, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, dyspepsia,
dyspnea, edema/fluid retention, gastrointestinal ulceration, headache, 
hypertension, itching, liver function tests (LFTs) increased, nausea, 
nervousness, palpitations, renal failure, somnolence, thrombosis, rash, 
ringing/buzzing in the ears

bad taste (nasal spray), chest pain/tightness/heaviness, dizziness, ear/nose/
throat disorders, fatigue, flushing, hypertension, nausea, pain at injection site
(IM), paresthesias, throat discomfort, vasospasm (ergot derivatives), vertigo,
vomiting, warm sensation, weakness

Celecoxib
Diclofenac
Diflunisal
Etodolac
Fenoprofen

Floctafenine
Flurbiprofen
Ibuprofen
Indomethacin
Ketoprofen

Ketorolac
Meclofenamate
Mefenamic Acid
Meloxicam
Nabumetone

Naproxen
Oxaprozin
Piroxicam
Sulindac
Tolmetin

Almotriptan
Dihydroergotamine
Eletriptan

Ergotamine
Frovatriptan
Naratriptan

Rizatriptan
SUMAtriptan
Zolmitriptan

Analgesics: Aspirin

angioedema, bleeding, bronchospasm, gastrointestinal ulceration, Reye’s 
syndrome, tinnitus

Aspirin

Analgesics: Opioids

blurred vision, bradycardia, confusion, constipation, dizziness, drowsiness, dry
mouth, dyspnea, fatigue, flushing (tramadol), headache, histamine release, hot
flashes (tramadol), hypotension, itching, miosis, nausea, nervousness, pain at
injection site (IM), palpitations, peripheral vasodilation, physical and 
psychological dependence, rash, urination decreased, vomiting, weakness

Codeine
HYDROmorphone
Meperidine
Methadone
Morphine Sulfate

Nalbuphine
OxyCODONE
Oxymorphone
Paregoric
Pentazocine

Propoxyphene
Tapentadol
TraMADol

Analgesics: Other

angioedema (pregabalin), ataxia, blurred vision, confusion, constipation, 
creatine kinase increased (ziconotide), dizziness, double vision, drowsiness,
edema, hallucinations (ziconotide), headache, lightheadedness, memory 
impairment (ziconotide), muscle cramps, nausea, tremor, urinary tract 
infections (ziconotide), weight gain (pregabalin), xerostomia

Pregabalin Ziconotide

Acetaminophen

alkaline phosphatase increased, liver dysfunction, leukopenia, neutropenia, 
pancytopenia, rash
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Resident ID # Room # Physician

Date:

POTENTIAL SIDE EFFECTS

= High-Risk Medication*
if administered via any route

DRUG CATEGORY (generic name)

HR = High-Risk Medication*
if administered intravenously (IV) / 
injected subcutaneously / intramuscularly

HR-INJ

According to ISMP’s List of High-Alert Medications1

Note: This is an alphabetical list of medication classes commonly used by geriatric residents in the community or long-term care settings. Examples of
generic medications and associated side effects are provided for each medication class. This list is NOT all-inclusive. Consult the package insert for
each medication for a complete list of side effects. 

This reference list utilizes “Tall-Man” lettering for drugs recommended by the FDA’s Division of Generic Drugs to help prevent medication errors by 
distinguishing drugs with look-alike names (ex.: BuPROPion).

Instructions:
Please circle the medication(s) that are ordered for this resident. When medication(s) are discontinued, strike through the circle. A resident is not likely
to experience all of the listed side effects/adverse effects associated with each medication. You may choose to highlight the effects that you believe are
particularly likely for this individual resident.

Capsaicin Lidocaine Trolamine

allergic reaction, application site reaction, blanching, erythema, itching, 
stinging sensation, transient burning on application

Analgesics: Urinary
Pentosan Polysulfate Sodium Phenazopyridine

alopecia (pentosan), dizziness, gastrointestinal disturbances, headache, retinal
hemorrhage (pentosan), rash, stomach cramps

Anticoagulants: Heparin and Derivatives
Dalteparin Enoxaparin Heparin Tinzaparin

erythema, fever, headache, hematoma, hemorrhage, heparin-induced 
thrombocytopenia with thrombosis, histamine release, hypersensitivity 
reactions, injection site reaction, liver function tests (LFTs) increased

Anticoagulants: Other
Fondaparinux Pentoxifylline

Fondaparinux: anemia, bleeding, fever, injection site reaction, rash
Pentoxifylline: angina, confusion, depression, diarrhea, edema, headache, 
hypotension, nausea, seizures, vomiting

Anticoagulants: Thrombin Inhibitor
Argatroban Bivalirudin Desirudin Lepirudin

anemia, angina, bradycardia, chest pain, diarrhea, dyspnea, fever, heart failure,
hemorrhage, hypotension, nausea, pain, pulmonary embolism, thrombosis,
ventricular tachycardia, vomiting

Anticoagulants: Warfarin
Warfarin

bleeding, hematuria, hemorrhage, hematoma, rash, skin necrosis (rare),
transaminases increased

Anticonvulsants
AcetaZOLAMIDE
CarBAMazepine
Divalproex
Ethosuximide
Ethotoin
Felbamate

Fosphenytoin
Gabapentin
Lacosamide
LamoTRIgine
Levetiracetam
Methsuximide

OXcarbazepine
PENTobarbital
Phenytoin
Primidone
Rufinamide
TiaGABine

Topiramate
Valproic Acid
Vigabatrin
Zonisamide

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information)  abdominal pain, abnormal gait, abnormal/blurred/double vision,
alopecia, anorexia, ataxia, diarrhea, dizziness, drowsiness, fatigue, headache,
lethargy, memory decreased, nausea, nervousness, nystagmus, paresthesia,
somnolence, speech disorder, thrombocytopenia, tremor, vomiting, weakness

Analgesics: Topical

HR

HR

HR

HR

HR
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Antidementia Agents: Cholinesterase Inhibitors

Antidementia Agents: Other

Donepezil Galantamine Rivastigmine Tacrine

abnormal dreams, abdominal pain, anorexia, bradycardia, bruising, confusion,
depression, diarrhea, dizziness, eczema, headache, hypertension, infections, 
insomnia, liver function test (LFT) abnormalities (tacrine), muscle cramps, 
nausea, urinary incontinence, vomiting

Memantine

constipation, cough, dizziness, dyspnea, hallucinations, headache, 
hypertension, vomiting, weight loss

Anti-Infectives: Antifungals
Fluconazole
Flucytosine

Griseofulvin
Itraconazole

Ketoconazole
Posaconazole

Terbinafine

abdominal pain, diarrhea, dizziness, fatigue, headache, nausea, rash, 
thrombocytopenia

Anti-Infectives: Anti-Influenza Agents
Oseltamivir Rimantadine Zanamivir

abdominal pain, diarrhea, dizziness, nausea, vomiting

Anti-Infectives: Antivirals
Cidofovir
Famciclovir

Foscarnet
Ganciclovir

Penciclovir
Ribavirin

ValACYclovir
ValGANCIclovir

anemia, cough, diarrhea, fever, nausea, nephrotoxicity, neuropathy, 
neutropenia, rash, retinal detachment, thrombocytopenia, tremor, vomiting

Anti-Infectives: Cephalosporins
Cefaclor
Cefadroxil
CeFAZolin
Cefdinir
Cefditoren
Cefepime
Cefixime

Cefotaxime
Cefotetan
Cefoxitin
Cefpodoxime
Cefprozil
Ceftazidime
Ceftibuten

Ceftizoxime
Ceftobiprole
CefTRIAXone
Cefuroxime
Cephalexin

abdominal pain, agitation, allergic reaction, confusion, diarrhea, dyspepsia,
eosinophilia, flatulence, headache, nausea, pain at injection site (IV/IM), rash,
thrombocytosis, transaminases increased, vaginitis

Anti-Infectives: Macrolides
Azithromycin Clarithromycin Erythromycin Spiramycin

abdominal pain, BUN increased, cramping, diarrhea, headache, nausea, rash,
taste changes, vomiting

Anti-Infectives: Other
Aztreonam
Clindamycin
Doripenem
Ertapenem

Imipenem and Cilastatin
Lincomycin
Linezolid
Meropenem

Methenamine
MetroNIDAZOLE
Nitrofurantoin
Vancomycin

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information) 

Anti-Infectives: Penicillins
Amoxicillin
Amoxicillin and Clavulanate Potassium
Ampicillin
Ampicillin and Sulbactam
Dicloxacillin
Nafcillin
Oxacillin
Penicillin G (Parenteral/Aqueous)

Penicillin G Benzathine
Penicillin G Benzathine and 

Penicillin G Procaine
Penicillin G Procaine
Penicillin V Potassium
Piperacillin
Piperacillin and Tazobactam Sodium
Ticarcillin and Clavulanate Potassium

allergic reactions, anemia, confusion, diarrhea, drowsiness, insomnia, nausea,
rash, tooth discoloration (rare), transaminases increased, vomiting

Anti-Infectives: Quinolones
Ciprofloxacin
Gemifloxacin

Levofloxacin
Moxifloxacin

Norfloxacin

abdominal pain, agitation, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, drowsiness,
headache, insomnia, liver function tests (LFTs) increased, nausea, pharyngitis,
rash, rhinitis, vomiting

Antidepressants: Monoamine Oxidase Inhibitors (MAOIs)
Isocarboxazid
Moclobemide

Phenelzine
Tranylcypromine

anorexia, constipation, blurred vision, decreased sexual ability, diarrhea, 
dizziness, drowsiness, edema, headache, impotence, insomnia, leukopenia, 
orthostatic hypotension, suicidal thinking/behavior, tachycardia, 
thrombocytopenia, weakness, weight gain, xerostomia

Antidepressants: Other
BuPROPion Mirtazapine Nefazodone TraZODone

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), anxiety, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, headache, insomnia,
nausea, somnolence, suicidal behavior/thinking, tachycardia, tremor, weight
gain/loss, xerostomia

Antidepressants: Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs) and
Serotonin Norepinephrine Reuptake Inhibitors (SNRIs)
Citalopram
Desvenlafaxine
DULoxetine
Escitalopram

FLUoxetine
Fluvoxamine
Milnacipran
PARoxetine

Sertraline
Venlafaxine

anorexia, anxiety, constipation, diaphoresis, diarrhea, dizziness, dry mouth,
headaches, insomnia, nausea, nervousness, rash, rhinitis, serotonin syndrome,
sexual dysfunction, somnolence, suicidal thinking/behavior, tremor, upper 
respiratory infections, vomiting, weakness, weight gain, xerostomia, yawning

Antidepressants: Tricyclics and Tetracyclics
Amitriptyline
ClomiPRAMINE
Desipramine

Doxepin
Imipramine
Maprotiline

Nortriptyline
Protriptyline
Trimipramine

anxiety, blurred vision, confusion, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, drowsiness,
dry mouth, ECG changes, glucose control altered, increased intraocular 
pressure, neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS), orthostatic hypotension,
rash, sedation, suicidal thinking, urinary retention, weight gain, xerostomia

Antigout Agents
Allopurinol Colchicine Febuxostat Probenecid

abdominal pain, alopecia (colchicine), anemia (probenecid), anorexia, diarrhea,
flushing, nausea, rash, vomiting

Antihistamines: Non-sedating
Cetirizine
Desloratadine

Fexofenadine
Levocetirizine

Loratadine

drowsiness (less than sedating antihistamines), dry mouth, fatigue, headache

Antihistamines: Sedating
Brompheniramine
Carbinoxamine
Chlorpheniramine
Clemastine

Cyclizine
DimenhyDRINATE
DiphenhydrAMINE
Doxylamine

HydrOXYzine
Meclizine
Promethazine

blurred vision, confusion, dizziness, drowsiness, dry mouth, dry skin, 
hypotension, syncope, thickening of bronchial secretions, urinary retention

Anti-Infectives: Aminoglycosides
Amikacin Gentamicin Kanamycin Tobramycin

diarrhea, edema, gait instability, nausea, nephrotoxicity, neurotoxicity, 
ototoxicity, rash

HR-INJ
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Anti-Infectives: Sulfonamides
Sulfamethoxazole and Trimethoprim SulfiSOXAZOLE

allergic reaction, anemia, anorexia, diarrhea, dizziness, headache, itching, 
nausea, photosensitivity, rash, vomiting

Anti-Infectives: Tetracyclines
Doxycycline Minocycline Tetracycline

abdominal cramping, allergic reactions, anorexia, diabetes insipidus (rare), 
diarrhea, dizziness, hearing loss, hepatotoxicity, nausea, photosensitivity, rash,
renal impairment, tooth discoloration, vomiting

Anti-Infectives: Tuberculosis Agents
Capreomycin
CycloSERINE
Ethambutol

Ethionamide
Isoniazid
Pyrazinamide

Rifabutin
Rifampin
Rifapentine

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional in-
formation), anorexia, dizziness, edema, flushing, headache, nausea, rash, vomiting

Anti-Parkinson’s Agents: Anticholinergics
Benztropine Trihexyphenidyl

blurred vision, confusion, constipation, disorientation, dry skin, glaucoma, mem-
ory impairment, nausea, tachycardia, urinary retention, vomiting, xerostomia

Anti-Parkinson’s Agents: Catechol-O-Methyl Transferase (COMT) Inhibitors
Entacapone Tolcapone

abdominal pain, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, dyskinesias, dyspnea, fatigue,
nausea, orthostatic hypotension, somnolence, urine discoloration, vomiting

Anti-Parkinson’s Agents: Dopamine Agonists
Amantadine
Bromocriptine
Carbidopa

Carbidopa and Levodopa
Pramipexole
Ropinirole

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), abnormal/excessive dreaming, anorexia, anxiety, blurred vision,
confusion, diarrhea, fatigue, nausea, orthostatic hypotension, somnolence, 
syncope, vomiting

Anti-Parkinson’s Agents: Monoamine Oxidase B (MAOB) Inhibitors
Rasagiline Selegiline

arthralgia, constipation, depression, dyskinesia, dyspepsia, flu-like symptoms,
hallucinations, headache, nausea, orthostatic hypotension, vertigo, weight loss,
xerostomia

Antiplatelet Agents
Cilostazol
Clopidogrel

Dipyridamole
Prasugrel

Ticlopidine

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), arthralgia, atrial fibrillation, back pain, chest pain, constipation, 
diarrhea, gastrointestinal bleeding, headache, hypercholesterolemia, 
hypertension, hypotension, liver function test (LFT) abnormalities, myocardial
infarction, pruritis, rash

Antipsychotics: Atypicals
Aripiprazole
Clozapine

Iloperidone
OLANZapine

Paliperidone
QUEtiapine

Risperidone
Ziprasidone

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), agitation, anxiety, cholesterol increased, constipation, dizziness,
drowsiness, dyspepsia, extrapyramidal symptoms (EPS), headache, hypoten-
sion, insomnia, prolactin increased, rhinitis, somnolence, tachycardia, tremor,
urinary incontinence or retention, weakness, weight gain, xerostomia

Antipsychotics: Lithium
Lithium

anorexia, ataxia, blackout spells, cardiac arrhythmia, diarrhea, dizziness, dry or
thinning hair, dry mouth, euthyroid goiter and/or hypothyroidism, frequent 
urination, headache, hyperglycemia, leukocytosis, nausea, thirst, tremor, 
vomiting, weight gain

Antirheumatic Agents
Abatacept
Adalimumab
Anakinra
Auranofin
Certolizumab Pegol

Etanercept
Gold Sodium Thiomalate
InFLIXimab
Leflunomide
Tocilizumab

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), abdominal pain, dizziness, headache, nausea, rash, vomiting,
weakness

Antithyroid Agents
Methimazole Propylthiouracil

arthralgia, constipation, dizziness, edema, headache, jaundice, 
myelosuppression, nausea, rash, vomiting

Anxiolytics: Benzodiazepines and Meprobamate
ALPRAZolam
Bromazepam
ChlordiazePOXIDE
ClonazePAM
Clorazepate
Diazepam

Estazolam
Flurazepam
LORazepam
Meprobamate
Midazolam
Nitrazepam

Oxazepam
Quazepam
Temazepam
Triazolam

behavior problems, blurred vision, change in appetite, decreased salivation, 
depression, dizziness, drowsiness, dry mouth, edema, headache, irritability,
lightheadedness, memory impairment, paradoxical excitation, pronunciation
difficulties, respiratory depression, sedation, sexual dysfunction, weight
gain/loss, urinary retention

Anxiolytics: Buspirone
BusPIRone

blurred vision, diarrhea, dizziness, drowsiness, headache, muscle weakness,
nausea, rash

Appetite Stimulants
Dronabinol Megestrol

acne, diarrhea, electrolyte disturbances, excitation, flatulence, fluid retention,
headache hepatotoxicity, hirsutism, hoarseness, hypertension, insomnia, libido
increased/decreased, nausea, rash, vomiting, weight gain

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) Agents
Armodafinil
Atomoxetine
Dexmethylphenidate

Dextroamphetamine
Lisdexamfetamine
Methamphetamine

Methylphenidate
Modafinil

abdominal pain, appetite decreased, chest pain, constipation, diarrhea, 
dizziness, headache, insomnia, nausea, nervousness, sexual dysfunction,
tachycardia, vomiting, weight loss, xerostomia

Blood Formation Agents
Darbepoetin Alfa
Epoetin Alfa

Filgrastim
Pegfilgrastim

Sargramostim

abdominal pain, alopecia, angina, arthralgia, bone pain, constipation, diarrhea,
dizziness, dyspnea, edema, fatigue, fever, headache, hypertension, hypoten-
sion, infections, myalgia, mucositis, nausea, neutropenic fever, rash, vomiting

Antipsychotics: Typicals
ChlorproMAZINE
Flupenthixol
Fluphenazine
Haloperidol

Loxapine
Molindone
Periciazine
Pimozide

Pipotiazine
Thioridazine
Thiothixene
Trifluoperazine

Zuclopenthixol

blurred vision, confusion, constipation, depression, dizziness, drowsiness, dry
mouth, ECG changes, extrapyramidal symptoms (EPS), hypotension (especially
orthostatic), neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS), prolactin increased, rash,
sedation, sexual impairment, tachycardia, tardive dyskinesia, urinary retention,
weight gain

HR-INJ
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Cardiovascular Agents: Alpha-1 Blockers
Doxazosin Prazosin Terazosin

abdominal pain, diarrhea, dizziness, edema, fatigue, headache, orthostatic 
hypotension, respiratory tract infection, sexual dysfunction, somnolence, 
vertigo

Cardiovascular Agents: Alpha-2 Adrenergic Agonists
CloNIDine
Guanabenz

GuanFACINE
Methyldopa

TiZANidine

anxiety, dizziness, drowsiness, dry mouth, edema, fatigue, headache, liver function
test (LFT) changes, nausea, orthostatic hypotension, sedation, sexual dysfunction

Cardiovascular Agents: Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers (ARBs)
Candesartan
Eprosartan

Irbesartan
Losartan

Olmesartan
Telmisartan

Valsartan

abdominal pain, anemia, chest pain, cough (lower incidence than ACE 
inhibitors), diarrhea, dizziness, fatigue, headache, hyper/hypoglycemia, 
hyperuricemia, hypotension, nausea, rash, serum creatinine increases, 
urinary tract infection, vomiting, weakness

Cardiovascular Agents: Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme (ACE) Inhibitors
Benazepril
Captopril
Enalapril

Lisinopril
Moexipril
Perindopril Erbumine

Quinapril
Ramipril
Trandolapril

abdominal pain, BUN increase, chest pain, cough, diarrhea, dizziness, fatigue,
headache, hyperkalemia, infections, nausea, orthostatic hypotension, rash,
vomiting

Cardiovascular Agents: Antiarrhythmic Agents
Amiodarone
Disopyramide
Dofetilide
Dronedarone

Flecainide
Ibutilide
Mexiletine
Procainamide

Propafenone
QuiNIDine

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), abnormal liver function tests (LFTs), arrhythmia, bradycardia,
dizziness, dyspnea, hypotension, nausea, paresthesia, photosensitivity, 
pulmonary infiltrate/fibrosis, visual disturbances, vomiting

Cardiovascular Agents: Antihypotensives
Midodrine

abdominal pain, chills, dysuria, pain, paresthesias, pruritis, rash, supine 
hypertension, urinary retention

Cardiovascular Agents: Beta Blockers
Atenolol
Bisoprolol
Carvedilol
Esmolol

Labetalol
Metoprolol
Nadolol
Nebivolol

Penbutolol
Pindolol
Propranolol
Sotalol

bradycardia, confusion, chest pain, constipation, depression, diarrhea, 
dizziness, dyspnea, edema, fatigue, headache, hypotension, impotence, 
insomnia, mental impairment, nausea, pruritis, rash, stomach pain

Cardiovascular Agents: Calcium Channel Blockers (dihydropyridine)
AmLODIPine
Clevidipine

Felodipine
Isradipine

NiCARdipine
NIFEdipine

NiMODipine
Nisoldipine

angina, arrhythmias, dizziness, edema, fatigue, flushing, headache, 
hypotension, myocardial infarction, nausea, palpitations, somnolence

Cardiovascular Agents: Calcium Channel Blockers (non-dihydropyridine)
Diltiazem Verapamil

bradyarrhythmias, congestive heart failure, constipation, cough, dizziness,
edema, fatigue, headache, heart block, hepatotoxicity, hypotension, myocardial
infarction, sinusitis

Cardiovascular Agents: Other
Aliskiren Ranolazine

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), constipation, cough, creatine kinase increased, diarrhea, 
dizziness, headache, hypotension, rash, syncope

Cardiovascular Agents: Vasodilators
HydrALAZINE
Isosorbide Dinitrate
Isosorbide Mononitrate

Nitroglycerin
Nitroprusside
Papaverine

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), anxiety, arrhythmia, dizziness, flushing, headache, hypotension,
nausea, tachycardia

Chemotherapy: Cytotoxic Agents (Oral)
Altretamine
Busulfan
Capecitabine
Chlorambucil
Cyclophosphamide
Etoposide
Hydroxyurea

Lomustine
Melphalan
Mercaptopurine
Methotrexate
Methotrexate, oral
(non-oncologic use)

Mitotane

Procarbazine
Temozolomide
Thioguanine

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information) alopecia, anorexia, bone marrow suppression, cardiotoxicity, 
diarrhea, electrolyte and endocrine imbalance, fever, gastrointestinal ulceration,
gynecomastia, hematologic effects, hepatic effects, hypersensitivity reactions,
hypertension, hypotension, infection, mucositis, muscle and joint pain, nausea,
peripheral neuropathy, pulmonary infiltrates, renal effects, vomiting

Chemotherapy: Hormonal Agents
Anastrozole
Bicalutamide
Exemestane

Flutamide
Fulvestrant
Goserelin

Letrozole 
Leuprolide
Nilutamide

Tamoxifen
Toremifene

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional 
information) breast tenderness, constipation, depression, diarrhea, endometrial
cancer, fatigue, fluid retention, hepatic effects, hot flashes, gynecomastia,
headache, hypersensitivity reactions, insomnia, menstrual irregularities, muscle
and joint pain, nausea, sweating, thromboembolism, vaginal discharge, vomiting

Cholesterol-Lowering Agents: Fibrates
Fenofibrate Fenofibric Acid Gemfibrozil

abdominal pain, back pain, constipation, dyspepsia, fatigue, headache, hepatic
enzymes increased, rash, respiratory disorder, rhinitis

Cholesterol-Lowering Agents: Other
Cholestyramine Resin
Colesevelam
Colestipol

Ezetimibe
Niacin
Omega-3-Acid Ethyl Esters

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), bloating, constipation, edema, flushing (niacin), headache, LDL
cholesterol increased (omega-3 acid)

Cholesterol-Lowering Agents: Statins
Atorvastatin
Fluvastatin

Lovastatin
Pitavastatin

Pravastatin
Rosuvastatin

Simvastatin

abdominal pain, arthralgia, chest pain, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, edema,
flu-like symptoms, headache, hepatic enzymes increased, insomnia, myalgia,
rash, respiratory infections, sinusitis

Cardiovascular Agents: Digoxin
Digoxin

abdominal pain, confusion, depression, diarrhea, dizziness, headache, nausea,
ventricular tachycardia/fibrillation, visual disturbances (blurred or yellow 
vision), vomiting

HR-INJ

HR-INJ

HR-INJ

HR-INJ
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Diabetes Agents (Injectable): Insulin
Insulin Aspart
Insulin Detemir

Insulin Glargine
Insulin Glulisine

Insulin Lispro
Insulin NPH

Insulin Regular

atrophy of subcutaneous fat tissue, edema, fatigue, headache, hypoglycemia,
hypokalemia, injection-site reactions, itching, palpitations, rash, tachycardia

Diabetes Agents (Injectable): Other
Exenatide Liraglutide

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), acute renal failure, allergic reaction, antibody development, 
diarrhea, dizziness, headache, hypoglycemia, indigestion, nausea, nervousness,
pancreatitis, upper respiratory infection, vomiting

Diabetes Agents (Oral): Metformin
MetFORMIN

abdominal discomfort, diarrhea, dyspnea, flatulence, headache, hypoglycemia,
lactic acidosis (rare), myalgia, nausea, palpitations, rash, vomiting, weakness

Diabetes Agents (Oral): Other
Acarbose
Miglitol

Nateglinide
Pramlintide

Repaglinide
Saxagliptin

SitaGLIPtin

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), abdominal pain, diarrhea, flatulence, hepatic enzymes increased,
nausea

Diabetes Agents (Oral): Sulfonylureas
ChlorproPAMIDE Glimepiride GlipiZIDE GlyBURIDE

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), anxiety, dizziness, edema, headache, hypoglycemia, 
hyponatremia, nausea, rash, vomiting, weakness

Diabetes Agents (Oral): Thiazolidinediones
Pioglitazone Rosiglitazone

back pain, cholesterol levels increased, edema, fatigue, fracture risk, headache,
heart failure, hyperglycemia, hypoglycemia, liver function test (LFT) elevations,
respiratory infection, tooth disorder, weight gain

Diuretics: Loop
Bumetanide Ethacrynic Acid Furosemide Torsemide

allergic reaction, anemia (rare), blurred vision, dizziness, headache, hearing 
impairment, hyperglycemia, hypotension, electrolyte and fluid imbalance, 
orthostatic hypotension, urinary frequency

Diuretics: Potassium-Sparing
AMILoride Eplerenone Spironolactone Triamterene

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional 
information), allergic reactions, drowsiness, edema, electrolyte disturbances, 
gynecomastia (spironolactone), lethargy, mental confusion, nausea, rash, 
vomiting

Diuretics: Thiazides
Chlorothiazide
Chlorthalidone

Hydrochlorothiazide
Indapamide

Metolazone

abdominal pain, allergic reaction, anemia, anorexia, chest pain, dizziness,
drowsiness, electrolyte disturbances, hypokalemia, joint pain, orthostatic 
hypotension, photosensitivity, volume depletion

Erectile Dysfunction Agents
Alprostadil
Sildenafil

Tadalafil
Vardenafil

epistaxis, erythema, flushing, headache, hearing decreased, indigestion, 
insomnia, priapism, retinal hemorrhage, rhinitis, visual disturbances

Gastrointestinal Agents: Antidiarrheals
Attapulgite
Bismuth
Difenoxin and Atropine

Diphenoxylate and Atropine
Loperamide
Opium Tincture

abdominal distension, anxiety, constipation, discoloration of tongue, 
drowsiness, dry mouth, fecal impaction, INR changes, restlessness, urinary 
retention

Gastrointestinal Agents: Antiemetics
Aprepitant
Dolasetron
Droperidol
Fosaprepitant

Granisetron
Ondansetron
Palonosetron
Perphenazine

Prochlorperazine
Trimethobenzamide

anxiety, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, drowsiness, fever, gynecologic 
disorder, headache, hepatic enzymes increased, hiccups, malaise/fatigue, 
pruritis, rash, urinary retention

Gastrointestinal Agents: Antiflatulents
Simethicone

diarrhea, nausea, vomiting

Gastrointestinal Agents: Antispasmodics
Clidinium and Chlordiazepoxide
Dicyclomine

Hyoscyamine

abdominal cramps, blurred vision, confusion, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness,
drowsiness, dry eyes, dry skin, headache, impotence, nausea, palpitations,
rash, tachycardia, urinary retention, weakness

Gastrointestinal Agents: Histamine 2 Blockers
Cimetidine
Famotidine

Nizatidine
Ranitidine

agitation, anemia (rare), confusion, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, gyneco-
mastia, headache, liver function tests (LFTs) increased, rash, somnolence

Gastrointestinal Agents: Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD)
Balsalazide
Mesalamine

Olsalazine
Sulfasalazine

abdominal pain, arthralgia, chest pain, chills, edema, diarrhea, dyspepsia, 
dizziness, headache, insomnia, myalgia, nausea, pharyngitis, photosensitivity,
vomiting

Gastrointestinal Agents: Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS)
Alosetron Tegaserod

abdominal pain, bowel obstruction, chest pain, constipation, diarrhea,
headache, hypotension, ischemic colitis, nausea, syncope

Gastrointestinal Agents: Laxatives
Bisacodyl
Castor Oil
Docusate and Senna
Lactulose
Lubiprostone
Magnesium Citrate
Magnesium Hydroxide

Methylcellulose
Mineral Oil
Polycarbophil
Polyethylene Glycol
Psyllium
Senna
Sodium Phosphates

abdominal cramping, bloating, diarrhea, electrolyte and fluid imbalance, flatulence

Gastrointestinal Agents: Antacids
Aluminum Hydroxide and

Magnesium Carbonate
Calcium Carbonate
Magnesium Hydroxide

abdominal cramps, constipation (more likely with calcium and aluminum), 
diarrhea (more likely with magnesium), fecal impaction, mineral disturbances,
rebound hyperacidity, renal dysfunction, headache
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Gastrointestinal Agents: Pancreatic Enzymes
Pancreatin Pancrelipase

abdominal pain, cramps, flatulence, loose stool, nausea, vomiting

Gastrointestinal Agents: Promotility Agents
Cisapride Metoclopramide

anemia (rare), bradycardia, breast tenderness (metoclopramide), diarrhea, drowsi-
ness, extrapyramidal symptoms (EPS), fatigue, rash, restlessness, weakness

Gastrointestinal Agents: Protectants
Misoprostol Sucralfate

abdominal cramping, constipation, diarrhea

Gastrointestinal Agents: Proton Pump Inhibitors
Dexlansoprazole
Esomeprazole

Lansoprazole
Omeprazole

Pantoprazole
Rabeprazole

abdominal pain, diarrhea, dizziness, flatulence, headache, nausea, rash, 
regurgitation, respiratory infection, vomiting

Gastrointestinal Agents: Stool Softener
Docusate

abdominal cramping, diarrhea, throat irritation

Hormones: Estrogens  
Estradiol (Systemic)
Estradiol (Topical)
Estrogens (Conjugated A/Synthetic)
Estrogens (Conjugated B/Synthetic)

Estrogens (Conjugated/Equine)
Estrogens (Esterified)
Estropipate

bloating, cancer (breast, cervical, ovarian), depression, diarrhea, edema,
headache, hirsutism, hypertension, nausea, pancreatitis, thromboembolism,
weight gain, withdrawal bleeding

Hormones: Estrogens and Progestins
Drospirenone and Estradiol
Estradiol and Levonorgestrel
Estradiol and Norethindrone
Estradiol and Norgestimate

Estrogens (Conjugated/Equine)
and Medroxyprogesterone

Estrogens (Esterified) and
Methyltestosterone

bloating, cancer (breast, cervical, ovarian), depression, diarrhea, dizziness,
edema, headache, hirsutism, hypertension, nausea, pancreatitis, stroke, 
thromboembolism, weight gain, withdrawal bleeding

Hormones: Thyroid Replacement Agents
Levothyroxine Liothyronine Liotrix

Hyperthyroid: weight loss, nervousness, sweating, tachycardia, insomnia, heat
intolerance, palpitations, vomiting, seizures, arrhythmia

Hypothyroid: weight gain, puffy face, cold intolerance, depression, abdominal
bloating, cold hands and feet, dry or thinning hair, joint or muscle pain

Hypnotics/Sedatives: Barbiturates and Chloral Hydrate
Butabarbital
Chloral Hydrate
Mephobarbital

Secobarbital
Butalbital and Acetaminophen

abnormal dreams, allergic reactions, ataxia, bradycardia, confusion, constipation,
drowsiness, hallucinations, hangover effect, headache, hypotension, 
myelosuppression, nausea, nightmares, palpitations, physical and psychological
dependence, respiratory depression, somnolence, vomiting

Hypnotics/Sedatives: Other
Eszopiclone Ramelteon Zaleplon Zolpidem

abnormal dreams, anxiety, ataxia, confusion, depression, diarrhea, dizziness,
drowsiness, hallucinations, hangover effect, headache, infections, nausea,
nervousness, rash, sexual dysfunction, somnolence, unpleasant taste, 
vomiting, xerostomia

Multiple Sclerosis Agents
Glatiramer

anxiety, arthralgia, chest pain, diarrhea, dyspnea, nausea, pain, palpitations,
pruritis, rhinitis, vasodilation, weakness

Ophthalmic Agents: Antibiotics
Azithromycin
Ciprofloxacin
Gatifloxacin
Gentamicin
Levofloxacin

Moxifloxacin
Ofloxacin
Tobramycin
Trimethoprim and Polymyxin B

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), decreased visual acuity, eye discomfort, foreign body sensation,
hyperemia, pain, pruritis

Ophthalmic Agents: Antiglaucoma Agents
Betaxolol
Bimatoprost
Brimonidine
Brinzolamide
Carteolol
Cyclopentolate and Phenylephrine
Dorzolamide

Latanoprost
Levobunolol
Metipranolol
Pilocarpine
Timolol
Travoprost

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), decreased visual acuity, eye discomfort, foreign body sensation,
hyperemia, pain, pruritis

Ophthalmic Agents: Steroids
Dexamethasone
Difluprednate
Fluocinolone

Fluorometholone
Loteprednol
PrednisoLONE

Rimexolone
Triamcinolone

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information), decreased visual acuity, eye discomfort, foreign body sensation,
hyperemia, pain, pruritis

Osteoporosis Agents: Bisphosphonates
Alendronate
Ibandronate

Pamidronate
Risedronate

Zoledronic Acid

abdominal pain, acid reflux, constipation, diarrhea, electrolyte disturbances,
esophageal ulcer, flatulence, flu-like symptoms, headache, hypertension,
hypo/hypercalcemia, hypophosphatemia, indigestion, muscle cramps, nausea,
rhinitis, osteonecrosis of the jaw (rare), pain, vomiting

Osteoporosis Agents: Calcitonin
Calcitonin

anorexia, angina, constipation, diarrhea, dizziness, facial flushing, fatigue, 
infections, myalgia, nausea, rhinitis, skin irritation

Osteoporosis Agents: Calcium Supplements
Calcium Citrate
Calcium Glubionate

Calcium Lactate
Calcium Phosphate (Tribasic)

constipation, headache, hypercalcemia, hypophosphatemia, nausea, thirst, vomiting

Osteoporosis Agents: Other
Cinacalcet Teriparatide

arthralgia, diarrhea, dizziness, hypertension, hypocalcemia, hypotension, 
myalgia, nausea, rash, spasm, syncope, vomiting

Iron Replacement (Oral)
Ferric Gluconate
Ferrous Fumarate
Ferrous Gluconate

Ferrous Sulfate
Polysaccharide-Iron Complex

constipation, dark stools, nausea, stomach cramping
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Osteoporosis Agents: Selective Estrogen Receptor Modulators (SERMs)
Raloxifene

chest pain, flu symptoms, headache, hot flashes, infection, joint pain, nausea

Osteoporosis Agents: Vitamin D
Calcitriol Cholecalciferol Ergocalciferol

constipation, headache, irritability, myalgia, nausea, pruritis, somnolence,
thirst, vomiting

Potassium Supplements (Oral)
Potassium chloride Potassium citrate Potassium phosphate

abdominal pain/discomfort, diarrhea, flatulence, gastrointestinal bleeding/
obstruction/perforation (when used orally), hyperkalemia, nausea, rash, vomiting

Potassium chloride Injection Potassium phosphate Injection

See manufacturer’s insert for complete listing of side effects.

Respiratory Agents: Anticholinergics
Ipratropium Tiotropium

abdominal pain, abnormal taste, constipation, dry nasal mucosa, dyspepsia,
edema, infections, myalgia, nasal congestion, rash, vomiting, xerostomia

Respiratory Agents: Bronchodilators
Albuterol
Arformoterol
Formoterol

Levalbuterol
Metaproterenol
Pirbuterol

Salmeterol
Terbutaline

anxiety, dizziness, dry mouth, gastrointestinal pain/discomfort, headache, 
insomnia, nausea, nervousness, palpitations, tachycardia, taste loss/
disturbance, throat irritation, tremor

Respiratory Agents: Other
Aminophylline
Cromolyn
Montelukast

Nedocromil
Omalizumab
Theophylline

Zafirlukast
Zileuton

(Note: side effects vary with each medication; see package insert for additional
information)

Respiratory Agents: Steroids
Beclomethasone
Budesonide

Ciclesonide
Flunisolide

Fluticasone
Mometasone

acne, adrenal suppression, bronchospasm, dizziness, dysuria, headache, 
hypertension, insomnia, nausea, oral candidiasis/thrush, palpitations, 
psychiatric disturbances, respiratory infection, rhinitis

Respiratory Agents: Steroids (Nasal)
Beclomethasone
Budesonide

Ciclesonide
Fluticasone

Mometasone
Triamcinolone

acne, adrenal suppression, bronchospasm, dizziness, dysuria, headache, 
hypertension, insomnia, nasal irritation, nausea, palpitations, psychiatric 
disturbances, respiratory infection, rhinitis

Steroids
Betamethasone
Dexamethasone
Fludrocortisone

Hydrocortisone
MethylPREDNISolone
PrednisoLONE

PredniSONE

acne, appetite change, edema, electrolyte disturbances, dizziness, dysuria, fat
distribution, fatigue, flu-like symptoms, fracture, gastroenteritis, headache, 
hyperglycemia, hyperkinesis, hypertension, infections, insomnia, mood swings,
moon face, nausea, nervousness, oral candidiasis/thrush, tachycardia, taste
perversion, weight gain, xerostomia

Steroids (Topical)
Alclometasone
Amcinonide
Betamethasone
Clobetasol
Clocortolone
Corticotropin
Cortisone

Desonide
Desoximetasone
Diflorasone
Fluocinolone
Fluocinonide
Flurandrenolide
Fluticasone

Halcinonide
Halobetasol
Mometasone
Prednicarbate
Triamcinolone

acne-form eruptions, allergic contact dermatitis, burning/itching upon 
application, dryness, folliculitis, itching, hypertrichosis, hypopigmentation, 
skin infection (secondary), skin maceration, skin atrophy

Urinary Agents: Antispasmodics
Flavoxate Oxybutynin

blurred vision, confusion, constipation, drowsiness, dysuria, fatigue, headache,
intraocular pressure increased, leukopenia, nausea, nervousness, palpitations,
rash, tachycardia, vertigo, vomiting

Urinary Agents: Benign Prostatic Hypertrophy (BPH)
Alfuzosin
Dutasteride

Finasteride
Silodosin

Tamsulosin
Terazosin

abdominal pain, diarrhea, dizziness, edema, fatigue, headache, orthostatic hy-
potension, respiratory tract infection, sexual dysfunction, somnolence, vertigo

Urinary Agents: Urinary Incontinence
Darifenacin Fesoterodine Solifenacin Tolterodine Trospium

blurred vision, constipation, diarrhea, dry eyes, dry mouth, dyspepsia, 
dizziness, fatigue, headache, insomnia, nausea, nervousness, rhinitis, 
somnolence, urinary retention, weakness, xerostomia

Skeletal Muscle Relaxant
Baclofen
Carisoprodol
Cyclobenzaprine

Dantrolene
Metaxalone
Methocarbamol

Orphenadrine

ataxia, blurred vision, confusion, constipation, dizziness, drowsiness, dry
mouth, fatigue, headache, hypotension, hypotonia, insomnia, nausea, polyuria,
psychiatric disturbances, rash, slurred speech, somnolence, vertigo, weakness,
xerostomia
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DATE COMMENTS / NOTES

Refer to companion MED-PASS/ASCP product 
“Geriatric Medication Handbook”, item A97154.
800-438-8884    •    www.med-pass.com

Contents of this form are protected by the U.S. Copyright
Law. Reproduction or photocopying is strictly prohibited by
the law. Violation of copyright will result in legal action, 
including civil and/or criminal penalties.

The information contained herein is designed to serve as
a guide. The lists shown represent commonly used med-
ications, side effects and suggested nursing considera-
tions. This listing is not intended to be exhaustive and is

subject to change. The information is correct to the best of
the knowledge of the developers. It is the responsibility of
the health care professionals to use their professional
judgement for safe and effective drug therapy.

1 Institute for Safe Medication Practices. List of High-Alert Medications. Accessed at: http://www.ismp.org/Tools/highalertmedications.pdf
* The High-Risk (HR and HR-INJ) Medications noted on this form represent medications on the Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP) “List of High-Alert 

Medications” most commonly used in the home care/community setting. Refer to the ISMP web site for the complete list of High-Alert Medications, including IV 
epinephrine, TPNs, and Sterile Water: http://www.ismp.org/Tools/highalertmedications.pdf

Interpretive Guideline F272 (xiv) Medications
“Medications” refers to all prescription and over-the-counter medications taken by the resident, including dosage, frequency of administration, and
recognition of significant side effects that would be most likely to occur in the resident. This information must be in the resident’s clinical record.
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